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Introductory Remarks:

The existence of God is a subject that has for many years occupied the center stage in philosophical and theological discussions. A number of these debates have arisen over the years, revolving around all ramifications of assumptions and definitions. Great philosophers, past and present, have spent their lifetime, rationalizing, worrying and debating about the meaning and existence of God, unfortunately many ended up without really achieving any satisfactory results.

The Christian religion teaches two fundamental truths. Firstly and most significantly, that there is God for whom man has a capacity. This Christsian God, in several passages of Sacred scripture is described as having created the world in a majestic display of power and purpose, enabling it to function with remarkable order and great efficiency (Gen.1). This God is the origin; the being whom Aristotle calls the  “ Unmoved mover”, The Thomistic “Uncaused cause”, the finality or terminus that galvanizes all human desires. This God is described in platonic phrases as the  ‘source of being to all things that are, and of knowing to all things that know` - There is an abundance of irrefutable evidence, such that there is no reason resisting the conclusion to which it points.

The second basic Christian truth, and which especially has prompted this discussion, is the fact that there is sin, which has rendered man unworthy and incapable of God. This is an indubitable fact of global and human history.  The Holy Bible records that we have “all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Rom3: 23), have all come under the power and influence of sin, and as the Apostle Paul puts it,” No one is good, not even one” (Rom.3: 10-18), because our iniquity has put a knife to the rope that unites us with our creator (Isaiah 59:2), by our sins we have forsaken the Lord- the fountain of living water (Jer.2: 13).

With sin came death. The righteous demands of justice specifies that the “ soul which sinneth shall die”. God however, did not condemn man to perpetual death and eternal banishment. The good news lies in the advent of Christ the Messiah, Son of God, full of power, and glory.

               “When the right time came, God sent him 

                of a woman, a subject of the law, God sent him

                to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law,

                so that he could adopt us as his own

                Children” (Gal, 4:4-5)

The Son of God came to us, born of a virgin mother called Mary of Nazareth, a woman whose name means “Excellence”. The Son of God, Jesus of Nazareth, suffered excruciating pains at the crucifixion. He was insulted and killed by men he came to redeem, disregarding the shame-associated with it.  Now, having beckoned us out of ignorance and darkness that sin symbolizes by his sacrificial love and victory over death, he has thus constituted us into a  “Kingdom of priests, God’s holy nation, his very own possession, to shame his riches and eternal glory”  (1 Peter 2:9)

The Incarnation- Love’s starting point.

This is a fact to which the Bible constantly bears eloquent testimony in a variety of contexts because it is a truth that underlies and determines the entire superstructure of divine manifestation and revelation.  God became human. This is the mystery of love called the Incarnation. All authentic love begins with and ends in the Incarnation.

The Genesis account of creation is a practical demonstration of the sovereignty of God in the manifestation of his power and glory. The Hebrew language in which the original text appears has two significant concepts about the manner in which God calls things into existence.   The first is by a miraculous display of power, which is characteristic of and peculiar to God alone. The term used to depict this divine situation is called “Bara” in Hebrew.  This Hebrew word is used exclusively of divine creativity and it signifies that the product is absolutely novel and unexampled, depends completely upon God for its coming into existence and is beyond the human capacity of reproduction. The word, according to Jacob Newman, signifies ‘the bringing forth of something from nothing’.  The second process by which God commands creation into existence involves no miraculous act. The term used to describe this process is called “Asah” or “Yatsar” (Gen. 2:7,8:19), which is but a ‘shaping or molding of something already created’.

The Incarnation is both mysterious and miraculous and so belongs to “Bara”.  An author once wrote that this is the greatest drama ever staged in human history. That the “ Word of God”, who was with God from the beginning, became flesh and lived on earth (Jn  1:14). For   though he was God (Phil.2: 6), he embraced the humble position of a slave and “ appeared in human form” (Phil 2:7). The   son of the Infinite God, became by this love mystery, a Jew and descendant of the royal Davidic family and  “died for our sins” (1cor. 15:3) by shameful Crucifixion, under Pointus Pilate and was  “raised for our justification” (Rom. 4:25) and designated “Son of God in power by means of his resurrection from the dead” (Rom 1:4). Because of Love God could not protect his only Son from the agony and shame of the Cross.

The description presented in sacred scripture is loaded with simplicity and pregnant with profound meaning. The overwhelming power of God was perfectly at work. Matthew 1:18-24 presents a narrative in which we see an angel of God, sent by God to a poor carpenter in Nazareth named Joseph, already in matrimonial engagements with a young Virgin called Mary.  The relationship was almost at the point of collapse, because Joseph had suddenly discovered his proposed to be with pregnancy. While contemplating on the next plan of action, especially in the prevailing historical circumstances, he was confronted in a dream by the angel and assured that Mary’s pregnancy was indeed, an act of the Holy Spirit, more so that the “ Mystery- Baby” would become The “ Immanuel” which means “God-with-us, that through him God would establish his home in the midst of his people. We have no details surrounding the pregnancy of the Virgin and the birth of the Son of God in Mark. His intention is to present to us an already matured- Jesus the action Man and Miracle worker. Luke’s account is synonymous with that of Matthew. However, in Luke 1:26-28, the angel, now identified as Gabriel, visited Mary and not Joseph. This is no contradiction. The fact that these writers recorded the same event from different points of view, more than enforces its authenticity and reliability.

Joseph consented in Matthew while Mary also consented in Luke’s account.  With this consents, especially of Mary, what the theologians call her “Fiat”, she became the place where the infinite Son of God would make a dramatic entrance unto the stage or scene of human history. She became the place where the hypostatic union of the son of God with human nature is realized and accomplished, a position which dates back to the proto-evangelism (Gen 3:15) where man’s ultimate Victory, humanity’s first glimmer of love, hope and salvation was pronounced.

In Christ, God has spoken his final Word and has no more to say.  In Christ God has made himself known, available and present. All that God has done and the Word which God has spoken is purely and authentically christological.

The Power of Love

Love is the greatest force that governs the world.  It possesses a significant cosmic influence. It is the greatest law of existence. God is himself compelled by his love to love. According to Fr. Rene Voillaume, ‘God does not contradict himself’. He has not made a law that is so universal and so natural to man, only to contradict it afterwards. Love itself is and remains something true, something good sand excellent.

       “The love which should be at work in our hearts is                 

        part of the whole momentum of life that God has breathed

        into the world, right from that of the most minute     

        organism, through the multitudinous animal and  

           vegetable forms, up to that of man’.

Love, as Wittgenstein puts it, “cannot be said, but can only be shown”. Once upon a time in human history, a time when man first kicked God directly in the face, through disobedience in Eden, a moment in history when the almighty, transcendent God would have let down fire from his inextinguishable furnace to consume this little creature of his called man, but that moment, God was overcome by love.  God demonstrated his vexation in a rather very loving mannerism by sending his only son to die for his ofenders. Since then, God has continued to love man, more than ever before, with such a love so richly extravagant, that we now feel on top of the world, and this is what we truly are.  Whatever we are today, it is because God loves each of us particularly.

Love is the greatest of all virtues. It gives true meaning to everything we do as human beings. St. Paul writes that, without love, all our great works, no matter where and how they are being executed, may be comparable to a gong booming or a cymbal clashing   (1 Cor.13: 1-3).  Love is a practical experience that makes us all feel completely at home. It provides us with a new vision of reality empowering us to change in order to find true and authentic fulfillment in life.  The experience of love makes us more tolerant, more accepting and more acceptable. In love, we accept ourselves, irrespective of our limitations. Love is more powerful than empires and kingdoms and cannot be mutilated. Love is unlimited, for man’s potential or capacity for love is infinite. The man who truly loves experiences great delights, inner happiness that is unchangeable and satisfaction in practical terms. He brings joy to himself and to others. 

God is love (1 Jn: 7:8) and he who loves possesses everything. Love so full and luminous is a veritable possession of God. Love procures for the one who loves, an increase in grace and capacity for participating in the divine mystery of God. If we need divine approval, we must love, for it is in loving that our humanity is perfected.

A World of Hate

Our world today is clouded with terrorism, the spirit of hatred, avarice and pride. The ordinary pamper in the street finds it almost practically impossible to articulate the inevitable future. The less privileged are also paralyzed to gross inactivity. Everyone is so infernally and maliciously aggressive that the only obvious vicinity is decadence and in the words of Nicholas Harman ‘downwards’. There is barbarity; there is repression and an unfortunate indictment of a society that   makes people rubbish. Our Society emits so much paradox and hostility that many are now subjected to great astonishments and to agonizing situations of no health, no wealth and no hope. The vast majority of the populace hails criminal offences. This has so satanised our society to the extent that one great philosopher could not but exclaim in no better words than that ‘behind every big wealth, there is a greater crime’. Men have suddenly become so madly ambitious, infact, it is a truism that ‘men are necessarily mad that not to be mad would amount to another form of madness’. This has given rise to bad dreams, horrendous nightmares of oceans of blood and wilderness of wasted bones. There is, observes David Lamb, ‘a lingering inferiority complex, a confused sense of identity. The litany of human tragedies is endless. Human nature tends to be ignorant of the fact that problems set in progressively whenever a thing is no longer what it purports to be.  Failure to realize this is one of the many reasons why we are often disappointed and dejected in life. Man was not made for hatred but to love. God made man in the beginning, in his image and likeness:, with a special  mandate to “ Conquer and dominate the earth”. Above all, man was created to know God, to love God and to serve God in order to eternally possess happiness that is unchangeable and joy that is unlimited. Where this is not the case, then problems set in.

Loving in a World of Hate:

The first principle and the most important one for that matter, is for all men, irrespective of color, ethnic or social affiliations to realize and embrace the commonality of human nature. We are all one, sons and daughters of the most High God. Together we live, together we suffer and together shall we die. Our lives must be seen as a call of togetherness, unity and love. When we begin to see and appreciate ourselves as one, all problems associated with human existence will be eliminated. God has created us differently for some specific purposes and at the center and heart of human existence, there is a call, a task, a mission for which accomplishment is inevitable.

The second important principle by which we can love effectively is to have faith, faith in God, confidence in ourselves and in fellow human beings.  God must occupy his proper place in our lives. Secondly, no human being should be underrated, despised or looked down on. God’s work is faith.  Holiness is faith.  The will of God is faith.  What God asks of us is faith.  Love, though the greatest virtue is the practical application of faith. God manifests himself to man, the intelligent universe, but our response to divine manifestation is an act of faith. The man who affirms his relationship to God becomes, in the real sense, what he is, that is, the individual before God his creator. Faith is the reception or acceptance of the gift of God what it truly is, that is to say; a principle of life. It awakens in us that joyful realization that apart from doing what God wants, all else is vanity. Man is important   in God’s action (Acts9: 5). He is equipment for the realization of God’s word. Man is at the service of the Word of God. God asks for human collaboration in order to effect what He intends to achieve for the people. Each person is a project, a challenge to himself. Every life is a mission, a pursuit in self-awareness, love and freedom.

The third principle is for all men to love unconditionally. This is the love that comes from God and is called  “Agape”- Christian love.  It seeks the increase and expansion of the one who is being loved, even at the detriment of the lover.  It is not conditional; it is neither mutual nor reciprocal. It seeks neither return nor compensation. It comes straight from the heart with a burden to better and improve others. This is precisely what God did in Christ Jesus. Through Christ, we are presented with a perfect example of human living. During his lifetime on earth, he stood out as a peacemaker, a reconciliator, an ideal father and   brother, an ever-caring gentleman who was at home with the high and the low. He was practically a humble man with a saintly soul.  He bore all the trials of life quietly, like a lamb led to the slaughter. Having kept an eye on the diminishing value of humanity and integrity of behavior, he was able to convey, by his life, words and actions, his personal expression to issues of immediate spiritual and social significance. True love is contagious and social or it will die of its own too much

The fourth principle by which we can show love and change our world is by forgiveness.  We must admit that forgiveness is a really difficult experience. It is one of the most difficult options available to us, especially when we are offended deliberately.  It is always difficult to let go the hurt, the offense, the provocation, the insult, the disagreement, and the argument, especially when these originated from people we do not like or are not comfortable with.

But it is very possible to still forgive our offenders. Our lord Jesus Christ has set a good example for us to emulate. If the world has ever produced an innocent man, it was Jesus of Nazareth. All men on earth are guilty of one offence or the other. Yet when Jesus was insulted and crucified, the first words that came out from his mouth were words of forgiveness. “Forgive them, for they know not what they do”. He was innocent. He could have asked   the Father to punish them for treating him the way they did. But he did not accuse them neither did he claim innocence. He knew they were ignorant. He knew they needed to be forgiven so as to enable them repent and change.

Our forgiviness is conditioned by measure of forgiveness we grant to those who offend us. We must forgive at all times and hold no guilt against our offenders. Forgiveness has no limit. We must forgive our seniors as well as our juniors. This is the only way by which our world will become better and more habitable.  Israel can live as brethern with the Palestinians if there is forgiveness and love between them.  India and Pakistan will stop destroying themselves once they learn to forgive and truly appreciate themselves. The above are just a few examples of what forgiveness and love can bring about in human society.

Everyman has a right to love and to be loved, but no man has a right not to love.  All men desire love, but we must first show love before we are loved in return. We must love and continue to show love even when we are not appreciated. Our Lord Jesus Christ went through the same experience. My prayer is the God himself will once again arise to rekindle the hearts of men with the fire of his love, causing us to love, as has never being experienced in our world before. This is the only way out and there is no other.

Thanks

